
What is a No Burn Day and how does it affect me?  

When air pollution levels are on the rise and weather conditions create dry, stagnant air, 

the Maricopa County Air Quality Department will issue a “No Burn Day.”  Restrictions last 

for a 24-hour period, starting at midnight, and include a ban on woodburning activity     

including fireplaces, fire pits or open outdoor fires.  The purpose of the No Burn Day     

restriction is to avoid adding pollution to our air when the forecast suggests air quality will 

approach or exceed the federal health standard.  

Who must comply with a No Burn Day? 

No Burn Day restrictions apply to those living within Maricopa County and within           

incorporated cities and towns in Maricopa County. The area envelopes most of the cities 

and towns in the valley. Visit http://www.maricopa.gov/aq/divisions/planning_analysis/

docs/Area_A.pdf for a detailed profile of Maricopa County and which cities and towns fall 

within the county limits.  Woodburning in fireplaces, fire pits, chimineas and open outdoor 

fires are included in the No Burn Day restrictions.  

How long does a No Burn Day last? 

A No Burn Day goes into effect for a 24-hour period starting at midnight, lasting until   

midnight the following day.  Example: a No Burn Day issued for a Friday would start at 

12:01 a.m. on Friday morning and last until 12:00 a.m. 24 hours later.   

Is it okay to burn manufactured/wax logs on a No Burn Day? 

During a No Burn Day, one may NOT burn manufactured logs. 

Who enforces the No Burn Days? 

The Maricopa County Air Quality Department is responsible for enforcing No Burn Days.  

Air quality inspectors respond to residential, commercial and open burn complaints when 

a No Burn Day is in effect. 

What is the penalty for burning during a No Burn Day? 

Anyone using a non-approved residential wood burning device during a No Burn Day and 

who has not been issued an exemption will be given a warning and educational material 

for the first violation. Thereafter, one will be fined $50 for the second violation, $100 for 

the third violation and $250 for fourth and subsequent violations.  

What is an approved residential wood burning device? 

An approved residential wood burning device or an Environmental Protection Agency 

[EPA] approved device is a fireplace or woodstove that meets the EPA’s low air        

emissions standards. All approved devices will have a permanent label usually attached 

to the back of the device. Examples of these types of devices include gas fireplaces, gas 

logs and pellet stoves. These devices MAY be used during a No Burn Day. For more   

information, call 602-506-6010. 
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Log on to www.CleanAirMakeMore.com to find out if today is a No Burn Day. 

Sign up to receive email alerts or text messages when a No Burn Day is issued at 
www.CleanAirMakeMore.com and click “Make the Commitment.” 

Download the free Clean Air Make More mobile app. 
Available on  iTunes for iPhone and iPad and on Google 
Play for Android: www.CleanAirMakeMore.com/app    

Not by a computer?  Call the Maricopa County Burn Line at 
(602) 506-6400 for a recorded message in English and 
Spanish. 

 

 

You may report an air quality problem or polluter at any time by calling the Maricopa 
County Air Quality Department at (602) 372-2703 or file online at www.maricopa.gov/aq 
under the Contact Us/Report a Violation tab.  
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